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BOB GOODLA TIE 
6TH OISTRICT, VIRGINIA 

23C9 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BU!LOING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20&1~eo6 
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FAX 1202) 225-!16111 
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Ct1AIRMAN. HOUSE REPUBLICAN 
TlCHNOLOGYWOIIKING GROUP 

CO· CHAIR, 
CONGRESSIONAl. INTERNET CAUCUS 

Congress of the United States 
House of Representatives 

CONGRESSIONAl INTERNATIONAL 
ANTI· PIRACY CAUCUS 

CONGRESSIONAL CIVIL 
JUSTICE CAUCUS 

The Hon. Tom Wheeler 
Chairman 
Federal Communications Commission 
445.12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

Dear Mr. Wheeler: 

March 12, 2014 

VIA FAX 

~002/002 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
CHAIRMAN 

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE 
VIC!< CHAJ~MAH 

SUIICOMMITTU ON 
LIVESTOCK, RURAL DEVELOPMeNT, 

AND CAEDIT 

SUBCOMMITTEe ON 
C!~.lATMI!NT 0~1!1\ATIONS , OV~IISIGHT, 

AND NUTRITION 

DEPUTY WHIP 

I am happy to write to you on behalf of MGW Networks, LLC and its application for 
assistance from the Rural Broadband Experiments Connect America Fund. I wholeheartedly 
support MGW's effort as part of the Federal Communications Commission's effort to transform 
America • s telecommunications infrastructure. 

MGW is a third-generation, family-owned telecommunications company that began 
. serving Bath County, Virginia in 1967. The company continues to serve Bath and has expanded 

to Augusta and Highland Counties in rural Western Virginia and Carroll, Grayson, Pulaski, and 
Wythe Counties in rural Southwest Virginia, providing Carrier Class local and long distance 
voice and Internet services. 

MGW's project will build "middle mile" backbone technology in the form of FFfH to 
provide homes and businesses with broadband services. The company will employ GPON and 
Fixed Wireless technology to provide local governments, businesses, universities, community 
organizations, and residential customers with improved, more reliable broadband services. Some 
areas will get broadband services for the first time. 

I fully support MGW Networks' application for $4.6 million for its broadband 
deployment project. I ask that you give full and favorable consideration to approving the project 
for the benefit of my constituents in the rural regions of Virginia's Sixth District who have been 
served so reliably by MOW. 
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FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

OFFICE OF 
THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Bob Goodlatte 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2309 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Goodlatte: 

April11,2014 

Thank you for your letters regarding BARC Electric Cooperative (BARC) and MGW 
Networks, LLC (MGW), and their Fiber-to-the-Premises (FTTP) broadband deployment 
projects. I appreciate your views and will ensure that your Jetter will be included in the record of 
the proceeding and considered as part of the Commission's review. 

In a unanimously adopted Technology Transitions Order (Order) in January, the 
Commission recognized that particular challenges exist for the deployment of next generation 
communications services in rural areas. In order to inform our policies on building next 
generation networks in rural America, the Commission invited pa1ties to submit expressions of 
interest to construct high bandwidth networks in rural, high-cost areas, including Tribal lands. 

Nearly 1,000 parties, representing a diverse set of entities, have filed expressions of 
interest. The list includes rural telephone companies, electric co-ops, cable and wireless Internet 
service providers, schools and libraries, research and education networks, and rural communities. 
Their proposals reflect the understanding that high bandwidth services are becoming increasingly 
important to the future of economic development, education, health care, government services, 
entertainment, information, communication and creativity. 

The Commission currently is reviewing the expressions of interest that have been 
submitted, including those of BARC and MGW, and we have sought public comment on a 
number of rural broadband experiment issues, including the size of the budget and selection 
criteria to be used in reviewing proposals. After completing a review of the submissions and the 
record in response to our further notice of proposed rulemaking, the Commission would adopt an 
order setting a budget and establishing detai led selection criteria for rural broadband 
experiments. At that point, we would invite parties, such as BARC and MGW, to submit formal 
proposals for consideration by Commission staff. 

I appreciate your interest in this matter. Please let me know if I can be of any further 
assistance. 

Sincerely, 


